
 
Guideline on Using Chinese as the Teaching Medium 

in H&SS Common Core Courses 
[Approved by the Committee on Undergraduate Core Education on 18 June 2015] 

 

Senate Policy on the Medium of Instruction 
 
1. The Academic Regulation stipulates that “unless otherwise approved by the Senate for 
a specific course or program of study, English is the medium of instruction and assessment at 
the University.” (http://publish.ust.hk/acadreg/ugreg/index.html). 
 
2. The Senate has delegated its authority (in June 1998 and April 2002) to the School of 
Humanities and Social Science (SHSS) to use Chinese language as the teaching medium in 
H&SS courses related to the area of Chinese studies; and Chinese reading materials may be 
included in H&SS courses that deal with Chinese subject matters. Extracts from the confirmed 
minutes of the 39th and 60th Senate meetings held in June 1998 and April 2002 are presented in 
the Annex as reference. 
 
 
CUCE Considerations in Establishing the Guideline 
 
3. During the review of common core courses, it was noted that an increasing number of 
HUMA courses were approved to be taught in Putonghua or Cantonese, and some to use 
Chinese reading materials. The Committee on Undergraduate Core Education (CUCE) was 
concerned that this would limit the provision of HUMA common core courses taught in English 
to meet the demand from students of non-Chinese backgrounds, mainly international or 
exchange students. 
 
4. On the other hand, the CUCE also understood that in consideration of the subject 
content to be covered, Chinese needs to be used as the teaching medium in some of these 
courses. Besides, the SHSS undertakes to contribute to enhancing the Chinese proficiency for 
students; hence the School needs to ensure that there is adequate number of courses taught in 
Chinese to meet the demand. 
 
 
CUCE Guideline on Using Chinese as the Teaching Medium in H&SS Common Core 
Courses 
 
5. While noting the University policy that English is the language of instruction in all 
formal instructional activities, and acknowledging that the SHSS was delegated the authority 
by the Senate to approve the use of Chinese as the teaching medium in H&SS courses related 
to Chinese studies, the CUCE adopts the following guideline to ensure a good provision of 
common core courses, particularly HUMA courses, that are taught in English for non-Chinese 
speaking students: 

a) The SHSS will ensure that at least 70% of all HUMA common core courses as well 
as course places offered in each term are to be taught in English. The use of Chinese 
as the teaching medium will be considered only when the subject content makes 
this necessary. 
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b) As regards school-sponsored courses (SSCs), the SHSS will also ensure that at 
least 70% of the SSC course places offered in the term are to be taught in English. 

c) When there are courses that must be delivered in Chinese, the SHSS will try its 
very best to offer courses of similar academic content in English whenever possible 
to meet the needs and demand of non-Chinese speaking students. 

d) The specific Chinese language to be used (Putonghua or Cantonese) should be 
indicated for each course. 

 
6. Statistics on the number of courses, course places offered and student enrollment in 
H&SS common core courses taught in Chinese will be collected regularly and reported to the 
CUCE. The Undergraduate Core Education (UCE) Team, Academy of Interdisciplinary 
Studies*  will work with the SHSS closely to prepare the statistics. 
 
 
 
* The office name was updated following the re-organization of the UCE Team from under the 
Academic Registry to the Center for Education Innovation (in November 2017), and subsequently to 
the Academy of Interdisciplinary Studies (in July 2021). 
 
 
 
 
Annex: Extracts from confirmed minutes of Senate meetings: 

(A) 39th meeting held in June 1998 (paper ref: SN39/48/98) 
(B) 60th meeting held in April 2002 (paper ref: SN60/11/2002) 
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(A) Extracts from Confirmed Minutes of the 39th Senate Meeting held on 9 June 1998 
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(B) Extracts from Confirmed Minutes of the 60th Senate Meeting held on 10 April 

2002 
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