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Brief Biography of Yao Gongbai

Mr. Yao Gongbai was named one of the inheritors of the art of gugin as an intangible
cultural heritage at the national-level by the Cultural Bureau in February 2008. He
first graduated from the mathematics department of Yunan Chuxiong Normal
University and then the Department of Tourism at East China Normal University in
Shanghai. He was recruited as a researcher by the Cultural Department of Hong Kong
Chi Lin Nunnery in September, 2009.

Mr. Yao began to have a passion for music at a very early age. Later he studied gugin
systematically with his father, renowned gugin master Yao Bingyan, as well as Wu
Zhenping and Zhang Zigian.

Mr. Yao has inherited the skills and techniques of his father, and the major
characteristics of the Yao School—the clear, accurate rhythm, the exquisite emotional
interpretation, the internal peace in spite of the external movement, and the sure and
agile movement of his fingers and hands, especially his right hand. He has established
his own unique style among traditional gugin players through decades of practice. He
is particularly good at playing musical pieces reconstructed by his father, including
Guangling San, Magpies Crying at Night, Series of Hujia, Strolling Under the Autumn
Moon and etc. He himself has also reconstructed lost gugin pieces such as Cranes
Singing High in the Sky, High Mountain and Zepan Yin and carried out in-depth study
of the fingering of gugin, the changes of gugin music, and Chinese musical theory.

In 1985, Mr Yao attended the 3™ National Forum on the Reconstruction of Gugin
music and in the next year, he gave an academic report and performance at the event
“Achievements of Yao Bingyan” organized by Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He
was interviewed by BBC for a special feature on gugin and has for numerous times
delivered lectures and performances in places such as Hong Kong and Japan.

He edited two books, Chen Zhuo’s Study on Gugin Fingering in Tang Dynasty and
Treasure of Gugin Music from Forgotten Scores (First Part) (Hong Kong: Shuzhizhai),
both of which were written by Yao Bingyan. He also recorded gugin CDs such as The
Yao School Gugin Music (Hong Kong: Hugo Production, 1991), Cranes Singing High
in the Sky (Xi’an: Deyin Culture, 2005), The Harmony of Phoenix (Recording Using
Tang Dynasty Gugin in the Zhejiang Museum Collection) (Hangzhou: Zhejiang
Cultural and Musical Recording, 2009).



