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2. The German philosopher Johann 
Herder (1744-1803) held that the essence, or 
the spirit of a nation is defined by the language 
that the nation speaks, the idea of which can be 
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the question: To establish a strong nation, 
should all people in the nation speak the same 
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Every country has its own language, some more than one. Bigger countries with many ethnic groups, like 

China, have more than 200 individual languages. However China has only one official language, which is 

Mandarin Chinese. Johann Herder, a famous philosopher, once suggested that the language of a nation 

determines the essence of the nation. To establish a strong nation, it has sometimes been suggested that all 

people in the nation speak the same language. This essay will argue that a nation is stronger when they 

share a common language. This will be asserted by demonstrating how a shared language can increase 

national identity and how linguistic unity is essential for communication purposes.  

 

A key argument supporting a common language to build a strong nation is that it can increase the national 

identity of the people. This is because language is part of the nation’s cultural heritage that is common for 

its people and essentially helps to bind a nation together. According to Pew Research Center, majorities 

among 14 countries polled revealed the importance of the ability to converse in the native language in order 

to be considered a true member of the nation (Stokes, 2017). The study also revealed that 70% of Americans 

emphasized the ability to speak English in their nation and see language as the most important requisite of 

national identity. The respondents all connect English and citizenship together. Though English is actually 

not the official language shared by American citizens, it is seen as part of their national identity because of 

its prevalence in daily use. For instance, an American will probably turn the television off if the news is not 

reported in English. In addition, immigrants in the United States are also eager to learn English as it will 

give them more job opportunities and easier communications. This study has sufficiently showcased the 

importance of language in a nation, a view recognized by majority of the citizens and immigrants. National 

identity is often referred to as the feeling one shares with a group of people in a nation, regardless of one’s 

citizenship status (Jackson, 2014). A common language throughout the nation connects different people in 

different territories of the country or from different origins. In other words, it can build rapport across 

minorities in the country. Verbal and nonverbal symbols serves as a bond for many nationals (Jackson, 

2014) and this shows that language does act as an unifying force in the nation. Through this linguistic unity, 

a strong nation with a high sense of national identity can be built.  
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Another argument to support a common language can build a strong nation is that it is essential for 

communication. Communication is a basic, fundamental part of any society. China is a great example of a 

country carrying many dialects. Many of its dialects differ from each other phonetically or morphologically 

that they are mutually unintelligible to different speakers. The National Language Movement in the early 

twentieth century was launched to officially establish and promote standard language in China (Simpson, 

2007). This movement played an important part of transforming China into a nation-state. Before 

Putonghua has become a common language, dialectal diversity was causing serious problem in oral 

communication and hindered many political and economic activities. A common language has effectively 

reduced misunderstanding or inconveniences and help to push the nationalist movement in China forward. 

A common language helps to bind people together by allowing them to communicate. People are more 

united with linguistic unity. Moreover, a shared, standard form of language helps the government to 

communicate with its people effectively. This also helps to create mutual understanding between the 

government and its people, which helps to maintain stability in the country.   

 

Critics might argue that establishing one common language in a nation would diminish other languages or 

dialects and even reduce the linguistic rights of the people. However, this is an over-pessimistic and naïve 

argument. Most particularly, this argument is over-pessimistic because having a shared language does not 

mean to abolish other dialects nor to forbid people to speak other languages. It can be true to some extent 

that people may use or rely on the official language more often than their local dialects, and that the 

dominance of the national common language may be a cause of dialect attrition. Nevertheless, dialects are 

allowed to co-exist with the common language or official language of the nation. In fact, languages or 

dialects can indeed co-exist for a long period of time if there is adequate support from the government 

(Simpson, 2007). Therefore, establishing a national common language can protect the ethnic minorities and 

there is only minor diminishing effect of other dialects. Furthermore, given people can still freely speak 

other dialects and maintain their ‘language loyalty’ to their local dialect, the policy of establishing one 

common language does not take away the freedom of the people. People can also choose when and which 

occasion to use different languages or dialects. The common language policy just helps to promote national 

identity and easier communication. Taken together, this argument demonstrates an over-pessimistic and 

naïve view of establishing one common language in a nation.  

 



4 

 

In conclusion, a nation is stronger when they share a common language because linguistic unity can increase 

national identity and allow easier communication. Linguistic unity is undoubtedly linked with national 

identity and crucially serves as a unifying force in the nation. A shared language allows easier 

communication which helps to create mutual understanding between people with different dialectal 

backgrounds. To build a strong nation, all people in a nation should be able to speak the same language, 

which defines the essence of the nation.  

 

(938 words) 
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